A SIMPLIFIED CATECHISM

Traditional Things A Christian Should Know

 Adapted by the Reverend Dr. Arthur C. Morgan
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I. THE TEN COMMANDMENTS

1 You shall have no other gods before me.

2 You shall make no graven image.

3 You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain.

4 Remember the Sabbath day and keep in holy.

5 Honor your father and mother.

6 You shall not kill.

7 You shall not commit adultery.

8 You shall not steal.

9 You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

10 You shall not covet.

II
WHAT DID JESUS TEACH ABOUT THE 10 COMMANDMENTS?


Jesus taught that the 10 commandments are summed up in these two:

1. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your mind

and with all your strength. This is the first and great commandment.

2       You shall love your neighbor as yourself.

III
WHAT DO WE LEARN FROM THE 10 COMMANDMENTS?

1. Our duty toward God.

2       Our duty toward our neighbor

IV
WHAT IS OUR DUTY TOWARD GOD?



To believe in God, love God with all my heart, all my mind, all my soul



and all my strength.



COMMANDMENTS 1 and 2 teach worship, thanksgiving and trust.



COMMANDMENT 3 teaches to honor God’s name and word.



COMMANDMENT 4 teaches me to serve God all the days of my life.

V
WHAT IS OUR DUTY TOWARD NEIGHBOR?



COMMANDMENT 5 teaches to love, honor, help my father and mother;




to honor and obey civil authority; to submit to all governors, 




teachers, spiritual leaders.



COMMANDMENT 6 teaches us to hurt nobody by word or deed;




to bear no malice or hatred in my heart.



COMMANDMENT 7 teaches to keep my body in temperance, soberness,




and chastity.



COMMANDMENT 8 teaches to keep hands from picking and stealing; to





be true and just in all dealings.



COMMANDMENT 9 teaches to avoid evil speaking, lying, and slandering.



COMMANDMENT 10 teaches not to desire another’s goods; but to learn 




to work to earn my own living, and to do my duty in whatever kind




of life I do.

VI
MEMORIZATION



Christians often memorize favorite verses from the Bible.



Begin with 

1. The 23rd Psalm

2. The Lord’s Prayer

VII
BASIC BIBLE KNOWLEDGE

1 THE OLD TESTAMENT fills the first 2/3 of the Bible, all before Jesus.

2 THE NEW TESTAMENT is the last third of the Bible, all after the birth of Jesus.

3 BOTH OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS are collections of books written down by

many different authors and editors.


4          CREATION STORY(S) – found in the beginning chapters of Genesis

5          PSALMS – found in the middle of the Bible

6 GOSPELS – Matthew, Mark, Luke, John with stories and words of Jesus

7 ACTS – follows the Gospels telling of the beginning of the Christian church

8 LETTERS – letters of Christian teaching, many written by the Apostle Paul

9 REVELATION – last book in the Bible

10 CONCORDANCE – a listing of every word in the Bible

Other Religions also have Bibles. Each religion thinks of its Bible as inspired by God and containing instructions about belief and life.


Special Things to Know

1 The Creation Stories of the world, animals, Adam and Eve

2 Noah and the Flood

3 Joseph

4 Moses

5 David

6 Prophets (Know something about at least one)

7 Job

8 Jonah

9 Jesus stories (birth, baptism, events)

10 Jesus sayings (Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 5, 6, 7) Memorize one

VII
CONNECTING TO THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION

(There are many different ways by which people become identified as Christians.


  The pathway presented here is more or less traditional through the centuries.)


CONFESSION OF FATIH 



The earliest creed and confession of the Church is




“Jesus is Lord”



A commonly used statement of faith is




“Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God.”


DECIDING TO BE A CHRISTIAN



Infants are often baptized, and later are “confirmed.”



Others await baptism until old enough to decide for themselves.



A Christian is one who says in his or her heart, or in public,




“I accept Jesus and desire to follow him as my Lord and Savior.”



Each denomination has its own particular belief about the process for becoming 





a Christian.

Whatever formalities are practiced, being a Christian requires a personal decision.


THE MEANING OF BAPTISM

1 Baptism reminds Christians of the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan.

2 Baptism reminds us of “washing” or “cleansing.”

3 Baptism is a dramatization of the burial and rising of Jesus.

4 Baptism is a sign of new birth, new beginning, new life as a Christian.

TRADITIONAL FORMS OF BAPTISM

1 Infant Baptism

Parents and Godparents present the baby for baptism, making faith vows

on the child’s behalf. 

In Greek Orthodox faith the child is immersed three times. 

In Roman Catholic, Episcopal, Presbyterian, Lutheran and others, baptism is by sprinkling.

2 Confirmation

Children baptized as infants are expected to “confirm” their baptism at around 12 – 14 years of age. There are classes and tests and a ceremony of inclusion.

3 Faith Baptism

This is sometimes called “Adult Baptism.” It can occur anytime a person is deemed old enough to decide whether to become a Christian or not.

Churches like the Baptist and Christian practice this kind of baptism. Children as young as 8 are allowed, although most are around 12 or 14.

Churches that only accept “Adult baptism” all practice baptism by immersion (which means total dipping under water).  

These churches make the faith of the individual more important than the ritual.

4 Spiritual Baptism

The Salvation Army, for one, does not practice any kind of baptism. Along with many charismatic churches, “baptism of the Spirit” is most important.

5 Earliest Baptism

The early church appears to have begun by practicing immersion as the form for baptism. The word “baptize” means “to dip.” For reasons of convenience and belief other forms came into practice, such as baptism of infants and baptism by sprinkling or pouring. One ancient reports a baptism by pouring of sand.


WHO CAN BAPTIZE?

Most baptisms are done by ordained clergy. There are exceptions. Some churches allow baptism by lay members. In the Mormon Church, that has no



ordained clergy, the parent often does the baptizing (by immersion).

The Roman Catholic Church allows baptizing by nurses in the hospital in cases of emergency. We have baptized for most faiths and in most ways.


SHOULD BAPTISM BE PUBLIC OR PRIVATE?



Some have thought of baptism as a private event. They are baptized in private.

Baptism was instituted as a drama, demonstrating faith in a physical act. When understood as a ceremony for entrance into the church, a public ceremony in the midst of the “family of God.” is more appropriate.


THE RESULT OF BAPTISM

1 By being baptized a person demonstrates commitment to being a Christian. You are a Christian.

2 Baptism is seen as a kind of initiation ritual into the universal church of which

all Christians are a part. (You may hear the church referred to as the “body of

Christ—meaning, of course, the spiritual connection between all those who 

Belong to Christ). You are a member of the Christian church.

WHAT IS EXPECTED OF A CHRISTIAN?

1 Christians seek to learn the way of Jesus and to do it.

2 Jesus is the standard against which we measure others and ourselves.

3 A Christian practices life disciplines that support continued faithfulness.

(Some things Christians practice are: prayer, worship, fellowship with 

 other Christians, study and thinking about spiritual matters, acts of serving,

 giving, sharing and helping).


THE LORD’S SUPPER (COMMUNION)


The single most common and important ritual in Christian worship is called The Lord’s


Supper, Communion, Eucharist, or Mass. There are varieties of meanings, but to most


people it is a time of remembering Jesus and renewing devotion to him. The blessing

            and eating and drinking of bread and wine (or juice) is commonly practiced. In most 


churches, only baptized Christians participate.

IX
CONCLUSION

Some Christians are very legalistic about baptism. They believe one cannot be “saved” without being baptized, usually by immersion.

For some, baptism is a “sacrament,” while for others it is a symbolic ritual. For some it is an essential part of becoming a Christian. For others it is not essential.
There have been disputes about the meaning and practice of baptism throughout church history.

At the other end of the spectrum are those for whom baptism is a family tradition. It is part of family history, often including a social event and gifts. 

Without doubt, baptism has been a serious moment for 2000 years of Christians, marking the beginning of a new and good life.

It is also true that many have been baptized who have grown away from their faith and decision.

We think those who come for baptism, or bring infants for baptism should be thoughtful about the whole process. Is the act performed out of fear of God? A theology that believes in the kind of God that requires baptism as insurance against spiritual condemnation needs reconsideration.  Is it being done because the church requires it? Is it being done to please someone other than the individual being baptized? Does the one being baptized truly wish to be a follower of Jesus?

We think that the practical and common meaning of baptism today is as a ritual of inclusion in the church and in the family of believers. For infants it is a kind of spiritual welcoming service. For those old enough to decide for themselves it is often a Christian coming of age event, and assumption of responsibility for the direction of one’s own life.

Finally, baptism doesn’t “make you” a Christian. It is a moment in the spiritual journey of life. It is the path, not the destination. Spiritual development occurs throughout life. Who knows where the path may lead, what turns it may take, how far you may go.
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