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It Is The Way of Grandparents (continued)
3.
“She wrapped him

in swaddling clothes

and laid him in a manger.
Listen

to the newly made grandparents

fuss.

“Imagine

that tiny baby…

those old things…

and a bed of straw!”

Out to Bethlehem Fred Meyers

for a proper blanket

and a real crib.

After all…

This is a special child…

“our first grandson!”

It is the way

of grandparents.

4.

“And in that region

there were shepherds

out in the fields…”

Grandparents can’t imagine

anyone simply

carrying on business.

Hasn’t everyone been told

month by month

of the coming event?

Hasn’t there been

a baby shower

and birth date guessed?

Someone needs to

get right out there

and tell those shepherds!

Grandparents think

everyone must be waiting

for their news.

It is the way
of grandparents.
How About Some Books?
  This Christmas season I pulled out some books not  looked at for a long time — books about mythology. The ones on my shelf included:

“The Power of Myth” by Joseph Campbell, 

“Man and His Symbols” Carl Jung, Editor,

“Christian Mythology” by George Every.

  This was prompted by “the war of the billboards” mentioned in an earlier mailing that featured one by an atheist society with the manger scene and a caption:

“You know it’s a myth — This season celebrate         with Reason.”
   “The Power of Myth” features Bill Moyer’s famous interview/conversation with Joseph Campbell. I had forgotten how relevant his insights still are. I wonder why our seminary training does not include a study in the mythic origins of Christianity?  Do we not dare?
   “Man and His Symbols” intertwines with Campbell, taking serious account of the human unconscious and how dreams and myths take us into realms outside reason. We recognize truth in myths and dreams. We may “know it’s a myth,” but we also know it’s true.
   “Christian Mythology” relates more specifically to stories and beliefs known to Christians. The author writes with awareness of modern biblical scholarship and interest in how mythology has attached itself to Christianity. Literal-minded Christians have often made mythology into history. So it is we lose the message when we try to make history out of wonder stories rather than see the vision they carry.
    A different kind of book is “Work Song” by Ivan Doig. It’s a novel, a way of revealing history through a story. Doig is an author I always try to read for his rooting of stories in settings familiar to those of us who live in the northwest. This novel is set in Butte, Montana. Those who know Butte will think he’s writing history. Good novels are like that, much like Bible stories that embed their message in historic places.
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Celebrating Christmas Eve at the Old World Deli and Pub at 6:30

A gift of Moment Ministries and the Old World Deli

