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CORVALLIS IN NATIONAL NEWS

“Mosque Target of Arson, Possible Hate Crime”

      I heard it first before we drove back to Oregon. National news. Corvallis doesn’t get that very often. I tried to think when we might make it again. If — in the unlikely impossibility — Oregon State should defeat Oregon in the Civil War game they might mention Corvallis. Or, in another unlikely scenario, our basketball team coached by President Obama’s brother-in-law should win the national championship.

      It pretty much takes bad news of some sort to get space on national media. It all started with the FBI preventing a potential terrorist event in Portland, which is good news. Then it was discovered that the wanna-be terrorist, a naturalized U.S. citizen from Somalia, had taken some classes at Oregon State University and had even attended the local mosque. That news alone got Corvallis mentioned nationally.
      Then on Advent Sunday, no less, someone apparently threw a lighted device through the office window of our mosque. It’s being investigated as a possible hate crime. We’ve had two other suspicious church fires (Catholic and Lutheran) in the last couple of months but I haven’t heard that they are being investigated as hate crimes. These churches are not located too far from the mosque. For some reason the word “ecumaniac” popped into my mind.

     A friend e-mailed from California where our news reaches, saying:


“Sad to note that hate is alive and well in Corvallis. Glad that you and Jean are there                  
 
  with love to help create a sort of balance.”

     Be assured that the community has already expressed its outrage against the arson. The morning paper had four or five pages of photos and stories, including a major editorial. If anything, the event solidified community support for our Islamic neighbors and for the mosque. 
      One news feature you didn’t hear outside of Corvallis was on our front page the first of the month. The headline was: 

OSU CEMENTS TIES WITH IRAQ – Five year pact will bring hundreds of Iraqi students to Corvallis.

     This program will bring about 200 post-graduate students from 23 Iraqi engineering schools each year. Last year there was only a single Iraqi student on campus. This project came about because Josh Mater, an OSU Engineering School grad serving as a Captain in the U.S. Army, learned of Iraqi universities’ need for updated instructional materials. He started by gathering engineering books from Oregon State. The project expanded from there until our Governor and other representatives the the University signed that historic agreement. 
     This seems to be an intelligent, moral and practical response to fellow humans. I’m sure there are some who fear that those Iraqi students are a potential threat. I see it as an opportunity to share advanced education they can use at home, and as a chance to make some life-long friendships that might rebuild some bridges for decades to come that we’ve spent the last decade blasting down.
     Blessed are the peace-makers. Getting even doesn’t do it.    

· Art Morgan
