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Morgan’s moment
An unexpected storm front

    high winds
    trees falling on electric wires.
Branches and leaves

    flying everywhere

    November weather in May.
I mourned for the leaves

    barely open from buds

    just learning to tilt to sun.
They fell helplessly to earth

    no longer part of the canopy

    shading our deck.

It’s sad to see a life cycle end

    before its allotted seasons
    are fulfilled.

On Memorial Day

    I’ll think of those leaves

    fallen before their time.

And I’ll remember to marvel

    the miracle of living at all

    in this amazing universe.


─ Art Morgan
BOOK CORNER:
BREAKFAST AT SALLY’S

One Homeless Man’s Inspirational Journey  Richard LeMieux
“Sally’s,” of course, is the Salvation Army mission in Bremerton. It is an anchor for Richard, a down and out homeless man who writes this book.   
  This book is about homelessness in Bremerton WA. I know a bit about Bremerton and I’m interested in the homeless problem. So I read it.
  He tells his story well and offers insights into the homeless life. It is a book that puts aside misconceptions and also inspires. It should probably be required reading for all those who work on various parts of the issues involving hunger, health care, poverty and hunger. 
  It’s a book about compassion that may inspire a more compassionate attitude among those who read it.  
                       MAY 23, 2010

Jean’s reading
We haven’t kept up on Jean’s reading, so I asked her for a current list. These are a few of her current favorites.
Morning Meditation Books

    Wild Comfort – The Solace of Nature, Kathleen Moore

    Journey to the Heart, Melody Beatty
Fiction

   Wedding Season, Katie Fforde (new romance - a  favorite author)

   Pick Up Sticks, Emma Lathan (love all her books)
   Murder in C Major, Sara Frommer (First in a Series)
Non-Fiction
    Where Women Create:Book of Inspiration, Jo Packham

    Jamie’s Food Revolution, James Oliver

    Simplify Your Time, Marcia Ramsland

    Rejuvenated Jewels, Amy Hanna

    Energy Medicine, Donna Eden

    More Not So Big Solutions for Your Home, Sara Suzananka

    Living a Charmed Life, Victoria Moran

On Order
    Savor: Mindful Eating, Mindful Life, Thich Nhat Hanh

    What’s a Disorganized Person to Do?, Stacey Platt 
(Editors Note: Jean orders almost all her books from the library via computer. She picks them up locally from the Bookmobile that comes out our way. In the summer she goes to the library where she is well known. She will probably check out 500 books a summer, including ones she orders for me!)

SUMMER

Summer is a matter of faith at the moment, but we’re moving to Puget Sound before Memorial Day anyway. Our best contacts come via email either to my address (listed) or Jean’s (j-morgan@peak.org). Our best phone contact is Jean’s mobile phone (541-207-2018). 

Our SUMMER ADDRESS is 2412 N Herron Rd, Lakebay WA 98349. Local phone (253-884-2771).

If you’re planning to drop by, let us know. Call if you need directions.

We try to stay close to camp during the summer. We have a few planned activities including grandson Andrew’s August wedding to Erin in Portland, and Celina Tomayo’s early fall wedding to Carl in Seattle. 

We will probably send off some summer blue sheets if I’m not out sailing. Moments happen. I may have to report.

CONTACT US ─ a-morgan@peak.org     or see our web site at   http://www.97330.com/Moment-Ministries/
HOMELESS ON MY MIND
     “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of man has nowhere to lay his head.” (Jesus)

    How can I not have the homeless on my mind? The world is full of homeless people. We don’t see most of them and pretty much have a blind eye toward the rest. If you walk our morning river walk you will see a few of the more obvious homeless. There was one pushing his shopping cart, already almost full of cans at 8:30 in the morning. There must have been lots of big parties around town on Friday. 

    Two others were under one of the overpasses, still asleep in sleeping bags. Two others were beneath the Van Buren Street Bridge. We see them every day. 

    Yet the homeless remain pretty much invisible to most of us. We have no clue about how desperately many cling to a thread to live with a roof overhead. When I actively managed some rentals my awareness was more up to date. 

    I’m going to a fund-raiser on Tuesday. It’s to provide another housing option for some who would otherwise be on the streets. I’ve already contributed. As I thought about it, many of my contributions have to do with either providing shelter to people or keeping them in the shelter they have.

    Those who work in the food kitchens or distribute food for the hungry will tell you that most of their clients actually have some place to sleep. They may have an apartment or house, but they are one rent payment from homelessness. Oftentimes food money morphs into rent money. People are going hungry to avoid being homeless. So giving to food banks helps with the homeless problem.

    I noted several other agencies we support that deal with a kind of homelessness. In our town there is Jackson Street Shelter for teen-agers who otherwise would live on the streets. There is the Children’s Farm Home, a former Christian Women’s Temperance Union orphanage, just out of town. Now it deals mostly with children who have serious mental health issues. Home Life provides living situations for developmentally challenged adults who have no other place to live. Community Outreach has some space for families without homes and services to help people into housing. Habitat for Humanity gives people housing one home at a time. There is a waiting list a mile long for HUD low income housing, but many who qualify would be homeless without it. Bailey-Boushay House in Seattle takes in HIV/AIDS patients during last stages of their lives. 

    There is no way to number those who work every day at very demanding and very low paying jobs without benefits or even tips, that cannot afford to rent even the least expensive housing in our town. They get together to share rooms and housing “temporarily.”  And, if you pay attention you can see people living in their vans or campers. 

    I am as cynical as anyone about those with signs on their laps outside of rest stops or Post Office steps or at stop signs. I feel only slight regret at neglecting their pleas because I know that they know there is lunch available if they want it three blocks away, and that there are other resources provided in our community that I already support that would help them.

    However we feel about the problem, it’s not going away. If we solved the homeless problem tomorrow there would still be the immigration problem. Millions of people not only lack homes, they lack a country to call their own as well. There are people who live out their lives as refugees. We also contribute to Church World Service that has been dealing with this problem globally for decades.

    It may be that hospitality to the sojourner, the stranger, the hungry, the homeless, the widow and the orphan is the oldest ethic of civilization. At least it is in biblical ethics. It is also likely that Jesus intentionally identifies himself with those who do not have wealth or possessions. His compassion for the poor is unquestionable. To be human is to be humane. And the homeless are no less human for not having housing. 



─ Art Morgan ─ May 22, 2010

NOTE: For 8 days, beginning May 24 through Memorial Day, you will be receiving one  brief attached “Moment” from 8 Moments for Memory Days.  (Free!)    

