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MORGAN’S MOMENT…

It was a moment for me…

    a very young mother

    shepherding three little kids.

Where did that emotion come from

    that stopped my heart

    and turned a glance into a stare?

I sipped my coffee shop cup…

    stalling with a small bite of quiche
    still watching the mom and kids. 
Long ago memories slipped back

    of the mother of our children

    shepherding our three.

Sometimes to a nearby library…

    or to the park up the hill…

    or to a friend’s home for play
Each child with its own adventure

    all invisibly connected

    to a thread of belonging.

Every child should be so fortunate

    to grow up in scenes like that

    with a mother like that.
I went back to my coffee

    nobody noticing

    my personal moment.



─ Art Morgan

BOOK CORNER

I finished this book just in time for Easter. It’s kind of like reading about a pending Good Friday for planet earth. 
There’s a passive crowd and we’re it. The book is “Field Notes from a Catastrophe ─ Man, Nature, And Climate Change” by Elizabeth Kolbert

It’s called “The most important book about life on earth in over forty years.” That places this book right up there with Rachel Carson’s “Silent Spring.” 
For people who didn’t read that book, this should be required reading for informed citizens. The whole matter has been so politicized that more people have political based opinions than scientific. Not good.






Easter 2010
At

INAVALE FARM

*  *  *  *

Definitely a Celebration of Easter

Starting at 10 a.m.

Sing first --- Eat after

*  *  *

A champagne brunch featuring sharing
of whatever Easter specialties we bring.

(Yes! Guests and children welcome!)

Come a bit early to find parking
* * * * *
    This type of service has been our tradition for over 30 years with Paul and Art as leaders. One frequent visitor (a Presbyterian) said he came for the champagne! Others come for Caroline’s cakes. Others come for Paul’s solo. Most come because it’s an Easter event that is alive and celebrative.

*  *  *  *  *  *

Try MapQuest NORM AND ALICE GLASS

31798 HORSE FARM ROAD

PHILOMATH OR 97370
 Try your GPS
 Phone an Expert (Norm or Alice) 929-5776
 Moment Ministries – Art Morgan and Paul Pritchard ─ Colleagues and Collaborators
SHOT THROUGH THE HEART

Thoughts on Palm Sunday
    I was in my pre-dawn drowse time with public broadcast news plugged in my ear. I wasn’t really tuned in to whatever was being talked about until I heard the words, “shot through the heart.” 
    An author, Brian McLaren, called “one of the country’s most influential evangelicals,”  was accused of doing the shooting by another evangelical, the President of Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. Sounds serious, I thought, trying to figure out who got shot through the heart.                     

    I finally got to the heart of the story, so to speak, and discovered that maybe the shooting was a good thing. It turns out that McLaren wrote a book called “A New Kind of Christianity.”
    In this book he takes aim at some core doctrinal beliefs held by evangelicals. Apparently he hit the target. I know this doesn’t make any sense to so many I know who care little about the doctrines Christians and churches have fought about for centuries, but listen to what got shot.

    One thing the author shot through the heart was 


The view of the cross I was given growing up that  has a God who needs blood to be appeased.


If this God doesn’t see blood, God can’t forgive.

You can find the whole story on the web.* It seems that McLaren is saying what others in many Roman Catholic, Evangelical and Mainline denominations have been saying for decades. The President of Southern Baptist Theological seminary says McLaren’s view of Jesus and the crucifixion is 


…like a shot in the heart of Christian beliefs…following that route is abandoning the heart of historical,

             biblical Christianity.

    So that’s who (or what) got shot.
    Many have read one of Marcus Borg’s many books, “The Heart of Christianity.” He agrees with McLaren about some views of Christianity being long ago outdated. In fact he said long before McLaren said it that


If I were to make a list of Christianity’s ten worst contributions to religion, on that list would be popular Christianity’s emphasis on the afterlife. (Heart of Christianity, p. 172)

    The notion of divine biblical inspiration and an expected literal interpretation may have been shot, but is still alive, though wounded. Some wish it dead, but it’s definitely not. In fact, clergy through the centuries have been cautious about dealing with this key issue. If lay people are poorly informed, blame us clergy. Or credit evangelicals for pushing their point harder.

   Reaching heaven is not the heart of Christianity. McLaren, the evangelical, and Borg, a “progressive” Christian agree on that. They are far from being the first to shoot that idea down. Certainly the idea has been in question among biblical scholars at least since the enlightenment in the late 1600’s when the Bible began to be understood as coming from humans, inspired or not, rather than from heaven. 

   Then, why follow Jesus? Why practice Christianity?

   I’m thinking of a memorial service I attended yesterday for the finest lay theologian I ever knew. He did not follow Jesus to get into heaven. He was a Christian because of the Jesus he saw standing for peace, walking with the poor and hungry and marginalized, and speaking boldly against oppressive power.

  My friend believed it was a way worth a life-time. His memorial was a recitation of years of quietly following that example: visiting prisoners in the penitentiary, working to provide housing for those who couldn’t afford it, feeding the hungry, standing with those who had no one else to stand with them, witnessing for peace and justice. He did not take the Bible literally but he took it seriously and read it through the eyes of those who followed one whose compassion for all was life-lifting. I think he understood the heart of Christianity. 

  The old heart may have been shot and wounded, but the new heart is alive and well…at least among some. 

Bless his heart, and yours too.    









─ Art Morgan, Palm Sunday, 2010   
*(Note: check npr.com Morning Edition March 26, 2010)
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