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Morgan’s Moment… 
I am first of four brothers… 

    all born within five years… 

    Avery is next oldest. 

I’m thinking of him a lot 

    as he endures an illness 

    that won’t cure. 

He’s in Florida with Elizabeth… 

    where two adult children 

    guide his caregiving. 

His hope is to live out his days 

    in the house he loves 

    with those he loves nearby. 

He’s been a bright achiever… 

    always got best grades… 

    paid by Honeywell to think. 

Ironic to have disease 

    attack his brain 

    and limit communication. 

It is a time for us to remember 

    gather memories 

    we didn’t know we had. 

My mother’s chief joy and pride 

    which she never ceased expressing 

    was for her four boys. 

I hope and pray 

    that his remaining time 

    will add more treasured memories. 

  — Big brother, Art 

  

MY BEST READS OF THE SUMMER 

  

A STILL AND QUIET CONSCIENCE 

The Archbishop Who Challenged a 

Pope, a President, and a Church 

THE LIFE OF RAYMOND G. 

HUNTHAUSEN  By John A. McCoy 

 

THE HEART OF EVERYTHING THAT 

IS — The Untold Story of Red Cloud, An 

American Legend By Bob Drury and 

Tom Clavin. 

HOW TO READ THE BIBLE AND 

STILL BE A CHRISTIAN 

Struggling With Divine Violence from 

Genesis Through Revelation 

John Dominic Crossan 

 

NOT THAT KIND OF CHRISTIAN… 

     Christian Piatt has written a book by this title. I don’t know whether 

it will be published or not, but I have ordered a copy, hoping to read it. 

     He was this year’s Turner Memorial Lectures featured speaker in 

Yakima.  

     He’s had trouble settling on a proper title. The last I heard the sub-

title was something like “An A**hole Christian Survival Guide.”  There 

has been some question about whether that title would help or hinder 

sales.  

      From day one of the Christian Era there have been all kinds of 

Christians. Creeds were supposed to separate true Christians from 

others. A non-creedal Christian, and there are many of us, can only 

explain ourselves as “not THAT kind of Christian.”  

     Whatever, we are all heretics and hypocrites in one way or another. 

We have private moments when we have said or done something 

contrary to our self-expectation and thought to ourselves “what an  

*****  I am.” (choose your own word). “Amazing Grace” offers “a 

wretch like me” as a good description. 

     So whatever Christian Piatt’s title turns out to be we can’t be too 

shocked.  

     And most of us, Christian or not, have some idea about what kind of 

religious system we don’t want to be associated with. 

     It was timely for me to have just read the latest Crossan book, 

“HOW TO READ THE BIBLE AND STILL BE A CHRISTIAN” prior to 

hearing Piatt’s lectures. They connect. 

    Applying current biblical scholarship, Crossan offers a contemporary  

path for those who are dismayed by traditional reading of the Bible. Is 

God as demonic and punitive and war-like as some of the Bible 

indicates? Or is God the spirit of justice and peace and forgiveness as 

other parts of the Bible indicate? 

     

    Thinking Christians must wonder whether the war-lord Christ of 

Revelation is the same Jesus as the one quoted in the Sermon on the 

Mount who teaches non-violence and forgiveness and love for enemies.

  

    My list is well-populated with those who have already declared 

themselves as “not that kind of Christian.” If not that kind, what kind?  

 

    Others have become so disenchanted by the actions of all religions 

that here in Oregon, a majority list themselves as “none.” I am one who 

is glad for thoughtful people who help us keep the conversation going.   

 

— Art Morgan, October 15, 2015      
    

     


