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PRAY FOR THE PRESIDENT? 
   

 I was searching for something to use in a service for scattering of ashes. The lady had requested my 

services many years ago. Marjorie Mitchell lived to be 97. I remembered that she had once been an Episcopalian. 

My promise was to use something from the Book of Common Prayer for her service. She wanted me to use an early 

version, not the revised version. 

 I have a copy of the Book of Common Prayer in my home library, but not here at the cabin. I don’t know 

whether it is an old or revised version. Anyway, Jean was able to borrow a 1928 copy from a lady she met at the 

Thrift Store. It had belonged to a daughter who was now a Buddhist. 

 The Book of Common Prayer has prayers for everything. I stumbled and stopped at a “Prayer for the 

President of the United States.” 

 I was a bit surprised. 

 Bemused…then amused…as my mind weighed what I had just read. 

   I wondered whether this prayer is now included in the revised version. But here it was with a request that 

the Priest use this in the daily prayers.  

 Then I wondered whether people who approve of a President would pray it while those who disapprove 

would not.  

 Would it be unpatriotic not to pray for a President of the opposition party or would one be expected to put 

patriotism ahead of partisanship as instructed? 

 Is this prayer based on Jesus’ words in the Sermon on the Mount to “Love your enemies and pray for those 

who persecute you?” Aren’t candidates thought of more often as enemies? 

 Would our country be more unified if the opposition party were to pray for the President of the United 

States than pledge from the first day of his presidency that it be a failed presidency? 

 My questions multiplied. 

 Since the two current presidential candidates seem equally unfavorable to a majority of voters it would 

seem that both are standing in the need of prayer. 

 If we were to ask voters whether they could pray for the opposite candidate in the event he or she were 

elected could they follow the admonition of the Book of Common Prayer to pray for the President of the United 

States no matter which is elected? 

 The reality is that most people never heard of the Book of Common Prayer. Since it was born out of the 

Anglican tradition we might wonder why it would include a prayer just for the President of the United States.  

 My reading of American religion is that party affiliation tops faith when it comes to political decisions. The 

prophetic Jewish ethic of Jesus in which practice of justice is the priority is forgotten.  

 Most people don’t pray anyway, except in dire personal situations, so would not think of praying for the 

well-being and well-doing of any president. 

 I moved on, as must we all, and offered blessings for our friend as we scattered her ashes with some words 

from the Book of Common Prayer. I didn’t mention anything about praying for the President of the United States. 

 I noted that the rose petals were red and white as the ashes melted into the blue water. 

        Art Morgan, July 22, 2016 

 

 
O LORD, our heavenly Father, the high and mighty Ruler of the universe, who dost from thy throne 
behold all the dwellers upon earth; Most heartily we beseech thee, with thy favour to behold and bless 
thy servant THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, and all others in authority; and so replenish 
them with the grace of thy Holy Spirit, that they may always incline to thy will, and walk in thy way. 
Endue them plenteously with heavenly gifts; grant them in health and prosperity long to live; and 
finally, after this life, to attain everlasting joy and felicity; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
        (The Book of Common Prayer, 1928 Edition) 
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