
DEATHS OF OSAMA BIN LADEN AND JESUS COMPARED 
  I apologize for my quirky thinking, but what comes into my brain uninvited is sometimes 

interesting enough to try to share. 

  There are remarkable parallels between the stories surrounding the death and disappearance 

of the bodies of Osama and Jesus. Was Osama enough of a personality that a myth could grow 

around him after his death, as one grew around Jesus? 

   The execution of Obama was gruesome in its way as was the death of Jesus. The handling of 

the bodies has a mysterious note in both cases. The disposal of Osama’s body is presumably 

documented and witnessed, but rumors are already flying. The disposal of Jesus’ body claims 

witnesses, but in the end there are lots of questions to wonder about. Read the stories. 

   But these are almost trivial compared to the fact that both Osama and Jesus were involved in 

opposing empires they judged to be contrary to God (as they understood God). The best case, 

but not the only case, made for the idea that Jesus was executed because he was a threat to 

the sacrosanct empire of Rome and the Caesars is found in the recent writings of Dominic 

Crossan and Marcus Borg.  

   There are various versions of Osama’s hostility toward the non-Islamic world. Like, Jesus, he 

was even at odds with his own religion. Both wanted a higher standard of purity within their 

religions. Jesus, of course, was no fundamentalist but he represented a more traditional 

prophetic view of a compassionate God who offered and demanded justice for everyone. Unlike 

Osama, Jesus was not a militant. He refused the way of the sword. He espoused a peaceful 

replacement of the Kingdom of God over the Kingdom of Rome. 

   But there is no denying that Osama viewed western civilization as anti-God. His views of 

American culture, for instance, are shown in movies and TV programs around the world. He 

denounced this life style as unworthy of true Muslims. That he chose to oppose it with terrorism 

and death was his downfall. 

   The downfall of Jesus was no less due to his teaching of the Kingdom of God. Some Romans 

understood this as a threat, and teachers like Jesus and his followers as potential 

revolutionaries. It was a Roman occupied country, after all. 

   Jesus didn’t go into hiding. Those who distrusted him could always find him. He faced his 

accusers and nobody challenged his teachings. I wonder how many would really disagree that 

our western morality is not the most desirable in the world. We would, of course, dispute the 

idea that a Taliban style of Muslim religion has much we want either, or does much for the lives 

of women and girls either. We don’t want that any more than Osama wanted ours. 

   That Jesus sought to promote his agenda peacefully is a radical approach to creating a 

different kingdom. He refused the messianic role of David the warrior-king. Osama, on the other 

hand, was an ancient and outdated type of messiah. He was a vicious, militant warrior. 

   Now the mythmakers take over. What will mythmakers do with Osama? It took thirty to fifty 

years for a Jesus story to unfold and for his followers to multiply. It is hard to imagine that 

Osama’s story will amount to much in 30 years. Stay tuned.  
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