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OUTRAGE AFTER OUTRAGE 

Yesterday Speaks to Today — Listen to Amos 

 “ This is what the Lord says: Because of outrage after outrage committed by Israel    
I will not relent!” 

 Amos was a shepherd. Israel was his homeland. I guess he heard the news every day. He 
became very angry. The power of God Yahweh filled him. And finally Amos could not stay silent. 

 His basic idea was that the Lord Yahweh was pissed. My Old Testament professor said that 
Amos should be read out loud. Very loud. With a voice of anger. 

 Yeesh! What happened to a voice of reason and peace? 

 I’m not really an outrage kind of guy. More likely I’m an in-rage type. That’s the problem with 
moderates, we don’t do outrage very well. It might work at a political rally but not in church. 

 But some times call for outrage. 

 Martin Luther King finally could take it no longer. The time came for outrage. He said,  
 “If I wish to compose or write or pray or preach well, I must be angry. Then all the blood in   
    my veins is stirred and my understanding is sharpened.” 

 My granddad, like MLK, was a pacifist. He was also angry as when he wrote this poem: 

 “Dost thou despise the radical of rabid speech          
  and shaggy looks and flaming eyes…?     

   And yet a man who calmly can behold unmoved           
   the awful, useless, self-inflicted tragedies of his own time and race       
  and not be swept, betimes from oft his feet,         
  Who never flames with fury and does not long to blast the wretched wrong    
  is scarce a man,             
  and often is not fit to wash the feet of him          
  who shouts and pleads upon the street.” (Arthur D. Weage, ca. 1930’s) 

 Well, Amos left his flock in the fields and took to the streets. He was not a preacher or a priest. 
The priests were in league with the king in his day. “Patriotic priests.”  

 “This is what the Lord says…Because of outrage after outrage committed by Damascus,  
        I will not relent…”  

 Hold it right there! Did he really say “Damascus?” Damascus, Syria?    
 It sounds like he’s talking in 2017 AD instead of 750 BC. History has a way of repeating itself. 
Pay attention to Amos and update his outrages and it will sound very much like today’s news. Nothing 
fake about it. 

 Amos names the enemies of Israel one by one, and the Lord’s “outrage after outrage” against 
priests and kings and people of each one. 

 His God is not nice. The biblical sources got their idea of God based on what they saw 
happening in the world, whether earthquake, thunder or warring enemies. This God will “destroy,” 
“overthrow” “wipe out” “The people of Syria will go captive.” That’s what happens when the God of 
history sees outrageous wrong. I don’t know who may have heard Amos but they no doubt were 
delighted at what God was doing to enemies of Israel.  

 Then Amos turns to his own homeland and lays out what outrage God sees there. It’s a great 
sermon plan. The bottom line is that the homeland is as faithless as all the others. The homeland will 
not escape the eternal fate of the hand of history. It’s not good news. It is God’s truth from Amos. 

 As Jesus might say, Those who have ears, let them hear. Stay tuned. 
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