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IMMIGRATION 
     I rarely send along attachment items. This is an exception. It is a big time powerful statement on the question of immigration. This is sure to be a major discussion in the U.S. during 2011. 

     The attachment is a comment from Dave Bell, an articulate friend who walks the talk at the Yakama Christian Mission at White Swan, WA. If you want a perspective by one who has been immersed in work among people of color and reflected on the problem for many years, you might like to give five minutes to checking out the following attachment: http://yakamamission.wordpress.com/2011/01/01/might-2011-be-the-year-of-embodying-bold-justice-on-the-western-ridge/ 

     If you are receiving this via email you should be able to just click on this. For those who might like to receive Dave’s occasional insightful and poetic writings this is a page you might like to have on your frequent favorites list. 

ANYONE KNOW DOUG SMITH? 
     Doug Smith has been a long time servant of Church World Service engaged in promotion and raising funds. One day during a conversation at our home I asked him what he was going to do with his retirement. I’m always urging people who retire to write a blog or something that helps friends keep in touch with what they are doing and thinking. My thought – and experience – is that many fine contacts slip away without communication. He said he was already thinking of making it a retirement mission to be a conduit of information about a region close to his heart and experience, the Congo. I said to let me know when he was going to actually do it. A recent e-mail from Doug sent the following note: 

Art: If you think it appropriate I'd celebrate your mention of my Congo blog in the Blue sheet one of these issues. I plan to post regular commentary on developments in church and society in Congo (Kinshasa) and intend it to be a one stop resource center on Congo. The address is: http://lokoleyacongo.wordpress.com 
     I realize many on this list may not be interested, but others know Doug and may not have any other word than what I’m sending here. This is not going to be something I do often. 

ABOUT MOMENTS 
I went through my 2010 calendar on Christmas Eve. Full of months, weeks, days, appointment hours, names, places, events. Minutes and moments. For me “moment” is not a time. It may happen in an instant, like a flash of insight or response to an idea in a book, some music, a certain sound of water under the hull of the sailboat, a sunset, a feeling of “connection” in the midst of conversation. Certain weddings and memorial events were “moment times” in themselves that had “moments” embedded, the memory reviving some of those feelings as I read through my calendar. I think “moment” times are a sort of spiritual connection that transcends reason and usually cannot be described to others. I have a blank calendar on this 1/1/11 date. I’m hoping not to fill it with so many things that I don’t have time for “moments.” Happy New Year?  Maybe, maybe not. I wish for “moments.” Art Morgan, 1/1/11

IT IS THE WAY OF GRANDPARENTS

 
