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Morgan’s Moment… 
Nap time in my office… 

    I tilt recliner  

    to full repose. 

Eyes linger longer on book case… 

    startled by old-era remains… 

    called… my library. 

Top shelf… high school annuals… 

    thesis from old degrees… 

    some published articles. 

Next shelf… Bible commentaries… 

    Bible dictionaries… 

    a couple of Concordances. 

A laugh of realization escapes… 

    archeological remnants 

    from a time that is no more. 

What is not outdated 

    is unnecessarily ponderous… 

    for this present age. 

Hours of tedious research… 

    are now  compressed  surpassed… 

    faster than God… by Google! 

Yet I am pleased to realize… 

    my urge to nap was speeded 

    by the book I hold in my hand.  

  — Art Morgan 

 

BOOK CORNER 
   Speaking of books in hand, I always 

have one. Right now it is another by 

Marcus Borg “Evolution of the Word 

— The New Testament in the Order the 

Books Were Written.” 
   Borg remains the great teacher he 

always was. His writing is clear, 
concise, and understandable. This book 

is one most clergy might like to own.  

   He places the books in the order most 

scholars agree they were written. You 
won’t find Matthew first or Revelation 

last. You will find information about 

how scholars go about figuring out 
which traditions appeared first and how 

layers of beliefs were added as decades 

passed. The Jesus story evolves.  
   Each book is preceded by Borg’s 

discussion, followed by a readable 

translation. The reader will end up 

reading the whole New Testament as it 
was never read before. It usually kept 

me awake. Usually. 

 

TESTING THE PROMISE 

     A photo came attached to one of my e-mail messages. From our property 
on Puget Sound. A friend was reporting winter storm damage after the 

highest tides of the year. I could see that water had flooded over the top of 

our log bulkhead. It had carried away and washed away what had been in 

place for years and years. 
     Meteorologists and climatologists say that I haven’t seen anything yet. 

     I am one who has taken scientist’s words seriously. I believe what they 

say about the Arctic and Antarctic ice melting. I believe what they say about 
how fossil fuel expelled into the atmosphere by the human species has 

resulted in a measurable heating of planet earth with evidence that you don’t 

have to be a scientist to recognize. 
     Like water over my bulkhead. 

     I used to think it was just normal weather cycles of nature. After some 

time I conclude that this is not normal.  

     According to the story of Noah and the flood, which I understand as 
mythology with a message, there was once a great flood. There is no doubt 

remnant history behind oral memory of great floods. We have geological 

history of one of the great ones in the Columbia River basin on Eastern 
Washington. No doubt there have been floods of immense proportions. And 

ice ages and all sorts of changes on the face of the earth long before our 

species entered the picture. 

     I went back to that old Noah story to see what it might tell me. There I 
found a God promise that is now being tested: 

“I will never again curse the ground because of man…neither will I ever 

again destroy every living creature as I have done. While the earth 

remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and 

night shall not cease.” (Genesis 8:21-22) 

     This may comfort some into complacency and doubt that the climate 
change now in process is a threat to the planet. God wouldn’t do that to us, 

would God? Don’t bet on it. We may find out. 

     Does the human race dare take a chance that God’s alleged promise is all 

we need? A more conservative approach would be to take the great majority 
of our best scientists seriously. They say that we humans are screwing up 

the planet for everyone, especially those who will be living here for the rest 

of the century…and beyond. 
     Scientists tell us that this is the single most important issue facing every 

nation of the world. The problem is that most of us aren’t as far-seeing as 

scientists. The political reality is that economic issues trump climate issues 
for most governments. Anything that might threaten someone’s job or 

impact someone’s investment portfolio will be opposed. (For more…and 

better…see Bill McKibben in Christian Century, January 9, 2013.) 

     So next summer I will be filling in behind my eroding beach bulkhead in 
a futile attempt to hold back the tide. It will be my grandchildren and their 

children who will have to live with the consequence of the folly of my 

generation.  
     It is not a God problem. No God is being tested. We human beings are 

being tested. First, will we own up to our own complicity in the poisoning of 

the planet? Second, can we marshal the ethical will to put the planet at the 

very top of our list of priorities? Without our planet we are nowhere.  
   .      — Art Morgan, January 10, 2012          


